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NEWSLETTER Dec 2022 
 

Welcome to the winter CAA newsletter!   
 
National Indoor Championships 
 
We would like to start by congratulating some of our Cheshire archers who did so well in the 
National Indoor Championships at Stoneleigh recently.  
 
Well done to Allan (CCB) for becoming under 14 boys compound champion and Meri (CCB) 
for finishing 2nd in the under 12 girls Recurve.  
 

 
 
Proud dad moment!  Allan collecting his gold medal 
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Congratulations also go to Rhys (North Cheshire Bowmen) who placed 3rd in the under 18 boy 
recurve division and to Tim Peers (Wirral Archers), now National Masters Gent Recurve 
Champion. 
 
Tim Peers, long standing member, coach, and Records Officer of Wirral Archers and also 
more recently Cheshire Records Officer, has won at the Archery GB Nationals and is now the 
Masters Recurve Indoor National Champion of 2022. Tim has been training hard and shown 
real determination which has clearly paid off. Tim still found time to deliver lots of coaching 
to our members whilst training, he definitely inspires us all.  
 
Tim ranked 5th in the qualification round and progressed to the head-to-heads. This was a 
tense and close time for him, with a one arrow shoot off at one point, and as both 
participants scored 10 the judge measured, and Tim won by 2mm. He then went on to win 
the final heats. Congratulations Tim!  
 
See the piece in the Wirral Globe for more details and pics: 
 
https://www.wirralglobe.co.uk/news/23178481.tim-peers-uk-masters-recurve-indoor-
national-champion-2022/ 
 
CACE 2022 
 
5 of our senior members were selected to represent England at the Commonwealth Archery 
Championships of Europe (CACE 2022) held in Scotland this year, and 1 archer represented 
Scotland. 
 
They were James Cornford, Polly Davis, Alex Currums, Ian Burton and Leigh Hadfield for 
England and Kirsty Robb for Scotland.  
 
They all shot so well, some of them in their very first in international shoot and we are so 
proud of them.  We hope they will do even better next year. 
 
For the full results go to https://www.ianseo.net/Details.php?toId=11657 
 
AGB Inter-counties shoot 2022 
 
Cheshire sent a full team to the National inter-county event in September at Lilleshall for the 
first time.  They did extremely well with success in compound and recurve disciplines. Our 
compound ladies won their section, and the compound team were 3rd overall.  We hope to 
do even better next year. 
 
For the full results go to: https://www.ianseo.net/Details.php?toId=11809 
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Team Cheshire at the Inter-counties event  
 
 
If any archers are interested in shooting for the county at this event, we will be selecting 
archers on the basis of their scores for the relevant rounds (WA 720).  Details (including forms) 
will be published to the website in due course. 
 
 
 
Ann and Mike Shepherd awards 
 
These will be awarded again at the AGM so now is the time for your club to get your 
nominations in to us. 
 
We are looking for: 
 

 Club volunteer of the year-the one who is always there, never asks for ant thanks 
and without whom it would be so much harder. Every club has this person so now is 
a chance to thank them 
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 County volunteer-that person who has contributed to the county and made it a 
better place for us all to shoot.  It can be anyone-a great coach, organiser or 
someone who works in the background 

 
 
These are prestigious awards, so we need your nominations. 
 
Archer of the year 
 
This is presented to an archer who has achieved over and above what was expected of 
them. It can be a junior or a senior, experienced or a novice.  Let me have your nominations 
for this ASAP 
 
 
 
And finally, many congratulations to Bowmen of Bruntwood for reaching their 70th 
Birthday!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Steve Ash for the following history: 
 

   This is our new badge based loosely on the original which had a white 
hart not a stag. 
 

Club History 

A short history of the Bowmen of Bruntwood 
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Our founder was Trevor Francis, who had served in World War Two as a glider pilot. 

Like many glider pilots, he sustained a spinal 

injury which stayed with him after his return to civilian life, and as this ruled out 

more robust sports, he settled on archery. 

Unable to find an archery club nearby, he decided to form his own. In 1950, he held the 
inaugural meeting, with six other people, at his flat in High Street, Cheadle. They called 
themselves the Cheadle Bowmen. 

There was no shooting ground initially but eventually Trevor and his friends found a 
field near to Bruntwood Hall, then the home of Cheadle and Gatley UDC. Because of 
this, and to avoid confusion with the other Cheadle in Staffordshire, the name was 
changed to the Bowmen of Bruntwood. The Club was affiliated to the Grand National 
Archery Society in 1952, and soon began to make its name known at tournaments. 

The original field is now the pitch and putt course. During the mid-1960s, the Club 
agreed to move to its current field, and has been there ever since. 

An indoor range was the next requirement. At the end of the 1960s the Club took over 
the single storey building that had been built a century earlier as a stable when the 
present car park was a farm yard, and with a massive effort by club members, 
transformed it from semi-dereliction. Further action over the years has refurbished and 
updated it. 
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Although in the UK the traditional longbow still forms an important element of the 
sport, archery equipment 

was beginning to evolve 
during the 1950s, with the Accles and Pollock tubular steel bow replacing the Victorian 
longbow, and aluminium arrows replacing wooden arrows. Through the 1960s, the 
recurve bow with laminated limbs was developed, and through the 1970s, the recurve, 
take-apart bow, with metal riser (handle) and laminated limbs, came into common 
use, along with stabilisers, pressure button (to guide the arrow more efficiently past the 
bow) and clicker (a device to give an audible signal when the arrow has been drawn to 
the required length). 

In the late 1980s, carbon arrows were developed, providing a lighter, straighter and 
faster arrow. Bowstrings have gone from Dacron to Kevlar to Fastflight, a man-made 
material stronger even than Kevlar and with amazing endurance. Through the 1980s, 
the compound bow, where pulleys or cams, plus cables, take over the work of limbs, 
became more common, having been developed in the USA. 

The target archery shot by the Club has, like the equipment, evolved over the years. The 
traditional rounds are shot to imperial distances of 100, 80, 60 and 50 yards, while the 
more recent World Archery metric rounds are shot to 90, 70, 60, 50 and 30 metres. The 
field is marked in yards and metres along one side to accommodate both types of 
rounds. There are also shorter-distance rounds, both imperial and metric, for juniors 
and novices, and in the indoor range rounds can be shot at either 20 yards or 18 metres. 

The Club has always encouraged new membership, holding have-a-go days in the park 
and running as many Beginner courses as the membership and facilities can handle. 
The Junior Club which was formed in the 1980s continues to flourish. 

Thus, over the years, the Club has grown. It affiliates well over 100 members each year, 
and has produced Olympic, national, regional, and county champions. It caters for all 
abilities and ages, and includes recurve, longbow and compound archery. 

In 2002, the Bowmen of Bruntwood organised a 50th anniversary trip to France not to 
Agincourt or Crecy, where the English archers are still remembered, but to Stockport’s 
twin town, Beziers, much further south. The Beziers archers subsequently paid a 
reciprocal visit to Bruntwood. 
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Although archery and our Club have evolved and changed over the years, there is still a 
link with medieval times in our official Club badge which shows two white harts, or 
male deer. The white hart is an ancient symbol, and was a personal emblem of Richard 
ll, who gave it as a badge to his Cheshire archers. Our badge was originally designed by 
our founder, Trevor Francis, and amended in the 1990s by our Juniors Secretary, Peter 
Galbraith. 

Cheshire has had a long association with archery. King Edward III particularly favoured 
Cheshire archers, and even decreed a uniform of green and white for them. A William 
Jauderel served with Edward and was probably a member of the Black Prince’s elite 
guard of archers. The modern version of the name appears in Jodrell Bank in Cheshire 
and in the Jodrell Arms pub in Whaley Bridge. The stone-built ancestral home still 
exists between New Mills and Whaley Bridge on Yeardsley Lane, Yeardsley being the 
Derbyshire village from which the family originated. By the side of the family home is 
the original barracks, with arrow slits, where archers gathered in times of war. 

Edward’s successor, King Richard II, kept a permanent force about him of at least 300 
Cheshire archers, whose thuggish behaviour when they were brought to London led to 
complaints in Parliament. Henry V recruited 250 Cheshire archers for his Agincourt 
campaign. 

With the development of firearms, archery ceased to be a weapon of warfare, but 
continued as a sport. Archery clubs came and went during the next centuries. The 
oldest club in England, the Royal Toxophilite Society, dates from about 1766. The oldest 
club in Cheshire is Wirral Archers, which was founded in 1858. 

Bowmen of Bruntwood is among a number of clubs founded after the second World 
War. 

  
Many congrats to BoB!!! 
  
 
 
 
This newsletter is for all of you-if you have anything you would like to contribute or anything 
you would like to see, anything going on in your club please let me know: 
 
secretarycaa@outlook.com 
 
Photos are always good but please ask the permission of the photographer so we can use 
them. 
 
Happy shooting!! 
 
Carol 


